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circumstances, with extracts from the official evidence
attached.    Obviously Bacon was the man! to carry
out the work;   he was instructed to do so; 'his ;
labours were submitted to the correction of the
Queen and Council;  and the " Declaration of the
Practices and Treasons of Robert Late Eajrl of'"
Essex .and his Complices, . . . together with '"th^;,;
very Confessions, and other parts of the Evidences ,
themselves, word for word taken out of the Origi-
nal&" was the result.    The tract was written with '
brevity and clarity, and, as was to be expected, it
expressed in a more detailed form the view of the
case which Bacon had outlined in his speeches at the
trial.    It showed that the rising had been the result
of a long-thought-out and deliberately planned con-
spiracy.    This result was achieved with the greatest
skill and neatness; certain passages in the confessions
were silently suppressed; but the manipulations of
the evidence were reduced to a minimum; and there
was only one actually false statement of fact.    The
djite of the Earl's proposal to invade England with
the Irish army was altered; it was asserted to have
Been made after the expedition against Tyrone, and
aot before it; and thus one of the clearest indica-
tiphs of the indeterminate and fluctuating nature of
Essex and his plans was not only concealed but con-
VettfccL into at confirmation of Bacon's thesis.    By
means of % clever series c>f small omissions from the
e balance of the facts just previous to the
>as entirely changed; ithe Earl's hesitations